
Tom Curcio, Steve Bergeron and Jennifer Porter all attended the Virginia Trial Lawyers 

Association Annual Convention at the Homestead and had a wonderful time! While in 

attendance, Tom was able to see the fruit of his past labors with the presentation of 

the VTLA-VADA Civility and Professionalism Award, as Rick Ladd was honored with 

the inaugural Civility Award. Tom, a recent Past President, is continuing his participa-

tion with VTLA by maintaining his position on the Board of Governors for 2016. 

With the warmer weather, we all want to get outside and play . . . and so do our dogs. 

Just remember, most local jurisdictions in Northern Virginia (Alexandria, Arlington, Fair-

fax, Falls Church, and Vienna to name a few) have leash laws that prohibit dog owners 

from allowing their pets to run “unrestricted” or “at large.” This typically means that if 

your dog is off your property, the dog must be on a leash, lead, chain or other physical 

restraint (that doesn’t harm the dog), and under your immediate control or the control 

of some other responsible person who is physically capable of restraining the dog. 

This is no good:

In some jurisdictions (like Alexandria 

and Fairfax), electronic collars are not 

enough. However, there are excep-

tions, such as at designated dog parks, 

where your dog can run untethered.  

In addition, under Virginia law, an own-

er is assumed to know the propensi-

ties of their pet and has a duty to act 

accordingly. In other words, if your dog 

tends to be a little more “playful” or 

aggressive, you have a duty to take that into account and to exercise a little more care 

to make sure you keep your dog under control. If your dog has been officially desig-

nated as an “aggressive,” “dangerous,” or “vicious” dog, then there are additional, spe-

cific rules with which you must comply. To learn more about your responsibilities as a 

dog owner, check your local municipal code or call your local animal control office for 

more information.  

Regardless of the type of your dog, though, it also makes sense to contact your 

homeowner’s or renter’s insurance carrier to make sure that you have liability cover-

age for your pet. In the unfortunate event that you are injured by someone else’s dog, 

make sure you contact a knowledgeable attorney to discuss your situation and to 

make sure your interests are protected.           
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Did you know that it was recently National Be Kind to Lawyers Day? I know it because 

our favorite local donut shop, Sugar Shack, gave out free donuts to lawyers that day, 

and my three girls will never let me pass up an opportunity to score one of their sug-

ar-glazed goodies! Isn’t it funny though that we must declare a day to tell lawyers, 

“Hey, you’re not (really) that bad.” I tell you what—Free donut day or not, I feel pretty 

lucky to be able to use my education, my experience in and out of the courtroom, and 

my ability to give voice to people who have been hurt, through no fault of their own. 

I count myself extra lucky to be able to do that work alongside two fabulous people: 

Tom and Steve. Anybody who knows these guys will agree with me that this firm is 

blessed with compassionate, committed and capable people. So, free donut day or 

not, it’s pretty cool to be a lawyer at Curcio Bergeron.

– Jennifer
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Earlier this year, Curcio Bergeron 

represented people who had been 

attacked by dogs in separate instanc-

es. Steve Bergeron was able to help 

a female client who was attacked by 

a dog while taking out the trash at a 

house she was cleaning. The harrow-

ing incident left the woman with deep 

lacerations in her forearm and re-

quired four surgeries to put right. With 

the help of Curcio Bergeron, she was 

able to settle the case for $500,000.

Jennifer Porter represented a fa-

ther of two who was injured badly 

when his neighbor’s dog charged, 

attacking him and his dog. After the 

client had recovered from surgery, 

Jennifer pursued a claim against the 

neighbor and his homeowner’s in-

surance, and she was able to settle 

the injury case for $65,000, as well 

as a separate claim for the veterinar-

ian bills incurred when the client’s 

dog was treated for its injuries.

LAWYER SPOTLIGHT: GARY LONERGAN
Gary Lonergan is a long-time, well-respected Alexandria attorney who focuses 

his practice on Estate Planning, Wills, and Business Transactions. Gary is adept 

at navigating these complex practice areas and takes the time needed to explain 

the issues and obtain solutions for his clients. He truly cares about his clients and 

works very hard in representing each of his clients to the best of his ability. 

It has been our privilege to work with Gary on several personal injury cases over 

the years and to have referred clients to him as we know he will do an outstanding 

job. Gary believes in giving back to the community, as he serves at the Commis-

sioner of Accounts of the Circuit Court for the City of Alexandria, has served on 

several committees of the Virginia State Bar, and was active as a youth baseball 

league coach when his three sons played youth baseball. He and his wife, Carole, 

are long-time Alexandria residents and now spend much time enjoying and spoil-

ing their grandsons. 

We are pleased to spotlight Gary’s talents and expertise and hope that if you need 

the aid of an attorney with a deep knowledge of estate planning and the like, you’ll 

give Gary Lonergan a call. (We also ask Gary to stop conspiring with Michele and 

Ally, we hear you three snickering every time you visit!)

You can contact Mr. Lonergan at (703) 836-3505.

Let us know if you would like to be considered for our next attorney spotlight.

STAFF NEWS
The new year has brought new frontiers for Curcio Bergeron! From Colombia to 

Western Africa, the family of Curcio Bergeron haven’t left a stone unturned in the 

past few months! 

Our paralegal, Julia, was able to escape the 

bitter cold of the winter for the warm, sce-

nic landscapes in Colombia. For two weeks, 

Michele and Ally held down the fort as Julia 

toured around Columbia impressing every-

one with her impeccable Spanish. She visited 

Monserrate, the Salt Mines, and Guachaca. She 

brought back amazing Colombian coffee and chocolate covered Colombian cakes 

that she was definitely loathe to share! 

Tom also took a huge trip to a warmer con-

tinent, Africa, to visit his son Michael who is 

volunteering with the Peace Corps in Togo. 

Tom and Gale had a wild time touring both 

Ghana and Togo and were even able to visit 

the village where Michael lives and works. 

An arduous trip to a place far different from 

suburban Northern Virginia, Tom’s trip to 

Africa was an enlightening experience and 

a happy reunion. Tom was able to see all the work our Peace Corps volunteers 

achieve and how it affects the people who need it most. He also saw the many 

good public works done by the International Rotary Clubs and applauds all Rotary 

Clubs for the helpful and valuable work done here and abroad. 

Finally, Ally was able to visit rainy and cold 

England to celebrate her grandparents’ 

60th wedding anniversary and to catch up 

with some friends! She visited her old Cam-

bridge University stomping grounds and 

took London by storm when loosed upon 

it. She stayed with her Grandparents in 

Bampton, the town whose claim to fame is 

the ever popular show, Downton Abbey. 

We encourage everyone to travel if they are able to but do have some tips on 

traveling well and safely. Read our blog post on traveling to prepare for your next 

great adventure!
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